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The Armed Forces of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Uzbek: O'zbekiston
Respublikasi Qurolli Kuchlari, V36exucron Peciybmukacu Kypommu Kyunapwu),
is the name of the unified armed forces of Uzbekistan, consisting of the Ground
Force and the Air and Air Defence forces under the defence ministry.
Paramilitary units include the National Guard, a Frontier Service and a River

Force. It is reported to be the largest and the strongest in Central Asia.
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‘The country has also began professionalizing its military, an effort that
has only limited success and erratic government support. But even in
Uzbekistan, these changes represent merely a modest beginning and most of
the benefits are concentrated in a few elites, higher readiness formations
rather than uniformly applied to the entire force. The Uzbek military is
woefully inadequate, but it is far superior to its neighbours.

Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan, used to be the headquarters of the
Soviet Turkestan Military District and on 20 February 1992, the new
Ministry of Defence took over the offices which had been formerly occupied
by the district headquarters staff. The Uzbek SSR had the strongest Soviet
military presence of the other Central Asian Republics, controlling its own
and operating its own domestic Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD)
independent of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Soviet Union.

In October 1993, by the decree, the 2nd Mobile Army Corps was
formed on the basis of the 105th Guards Vienna Airborne Division, and the
1st Army Corps was established on the basis of the former 59th Army Corps.
In January 1994, the 108th Motorized Rifle Division was disbanded, and its
military units were incorporated into the 1st Army Corps. Disbanded
regiments were replaced by motorized infantry, mountain artillery, tank, and
anti-aircraft artillery brigades. In April 1994, departments of defense were
introduced in the regions of the republic, the Republic of Karakalpakstan and
the city of Tashkent, and departments of defense in cities and districts.

Military reforms were implemented after the appointment of civilian
Kadyr Gulyamov to the defence ministry. Soviet-style regimental structures,
were replaced, with the basic fighting unit consisting of 14 soldiers. "Ranger"
detachments based on the American model were also formed.

Since Shavkat Mirziyoyev came to power, the military has been
involved in re-arming its military with modern equipment.

The Uzbek air forces consist of units formerly part of the 49th Air Army
of the Turkestan Military District headquartered at Tashkent. There are two
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remaining combat units, brigades at Karshi-Khanabad and Dzhizak. The 60th
Separate Brigade is the former 735th Bomber Aviation Regiment combined
with the former 87th Separate Reconnaissance Aviation Regiment. It has 31
Su-24s, 32 MiG-29s, and 6 Su-27s. Other recently disbanded units include
the 61st Fighter Aviation Regiment at Kakaydy, which was itself a merger
with the previous 115th Fighter Aviation Regiment, and the 62nd Fighter
Aviation Regiment at Andijan. Regiments at both bases were disbanded in
1999. As many as 26 stored Su-17s, apparently in very bad condition, remain
at Chirchiq

In November 2017, at the initiative of President Mirziyoyev, the State
Committee for Defense Industry (Uzbek: Mudofaa sanoati davlat go'mitasi)
was created, serving as an authorized body of state administration
responsible for the implementation of state defense orders and defense
production organization. Abbreviated by the Russian term of
Goskomoboronprom, it has developed the country's industrial potential in
the field of production of military and dual-use products. Under the
committee, a joint Uzbek-Turkish enterprise for the production of military
uniforms was created.

In January 2001, Sergeant Training Schools were established in the
Tashkent, Central, South-West and Eastern military districts. In 2007, a fifth
sergeant training school was opened in the Northwest Military District. The
curriculum of the Sergeant Training School provides servicemen with basic
instruction in managing tactical units, professional command skills related to
military specialization, accurate situational assessments and decision-
making, and methods of organizing the use of weapons and military
equipment. The training program is aimed at developing the leadership
qualities of sergeants and maintaining healthy morale and military skills in
military units.

Officers of the military, national police, special forces, and Ministry of

Internal Affairs attend courses at the Joint Service Officer Training Academy
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in the capital.

In addition to the schools mentioned, four military lyceums (high
schools) operate in Tashkent, Samarkand, Fergana and Urgench, all of which
were established in 1993, are run by the military for pre-military education.

The military oath is taken by conscripts as a legal basis of the beginning
of their military service. The oath is administered by the commanding officer
of the unit while a colour guard lowers the national flag for the soldier to kiss
after he/she has taken the oath. The first military oath of the Armed Forces
of Uzbekistan was adopted at the 10th session of the 12th convocation of the
Supreme Soviet of Uzbekistan on 3 July 1992. The following is the text for
the 1992 version of the oath:

¢"l, (last name, first name, fatherland), joining the ranks of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Uzbekistan, solemnly swear allegiance to its people

and the President.

el swear piously to abide by the Constitution and the laws of the Republic
of Uzbekistan, to unconditionally fulfill military regulations, orders of
commanders and chiefs, to strictly observe military discipline, to be honest,

brave and watchful warrior.

el swear before the memory of my ancestors to be the true son of my
homeland until the last breath, to withstand all the burdens and deprivations of

military service, to keep state and military secrets.

el swear in the name of the bright future of my native Uzbekistan to be a
worthy advocate of its state interests and independence. If | break this solemn
oath, then let me be overtaken by the harsh punishment of the laws and the
contempt of the people!"

With the entry of the Law "On General Military Commitment and
Military Service" adopted by the Oliy Majlis in 2002, the oath was abolished
and the original text was made unavailable. In April 2018, a long proposed

new version of the oath was approved. The new version is as follows:
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> "When | am in the ranks of the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, | swear to honor the Republic of Uzbekistan, to be loyal to my
people and to the President.

> | swear to honor and adhere to the Constitution and the laws of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, to obey the orders of the military commanders and
officers placed before me, to strictly adhere to military discipline and to be an
honest, brave and vigilant serviceman.

> Until the last breath, | swear in the spirit of my ancestors to be a
faithful child of my Homeland, to steadfastly endure all the hardships and
difficulties of the military service and to maintain the secrets of the state and the
military secrets of the armed forces.

> For the bright future of my dear Uzbekistan, | swear to be a worthy
defender of state interests and independence.

> If | ever break this solemn oath, | would be subject to the severest
punishments prescribed by law and the hatred of my people!"

The Army of Uzbekistan is a significant component of the country's
defense forces, playing a crucial role in maintaining national security and
territorial integrity. Since gaining independence from the Soviet Union in
1991, Uzbekistan has developed its military capabilities to meet the country's
evolving security needs. The Uzbek army is structured and equipped to
respond to various threats, with a focus on internal security, border
protection, and counterterrorism.

Uzbekistan's geographical location in Central Asia and its diverse
security challenges have influenced the army's development and strategy.
The country has sought to modernize its military, with investments in
training, technology, and international partnerships. Collaboration with
neighboring countries and broader international defense alliances has also
been part of the effort to strengthen regional security and combat
transnational threats.

While the army continues to evolve, it is known for its disciplined
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structure and the role it plays in upholding national sovereignty. As
Uzbekistan continues to pursue economic development and regional
stability, the army remains a critical institution for ensuring the nation's

safety and security.
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