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     Annotation:This article discusses the process of word formation in Modern 

English, focusing on both productive and non-productive types and means of 

creating new words. Productive word formation methods such as affixation, 

compounding, blending, conversion, and derivation are examined for their ability 

to generate new vocabulary efficiently. In contrast, non-productive methods like 

archaism, borrowing, and obsolete words are explored for their limited impact 

on expanding the language's lexicon. The article sheds light on the dynamic 

nature of English word formation and the various mechanisms that contribute to 

its evolution.The process of word formation in Modern English is a dynamic and 

evolving aspect of the language that involves the creation of new words through 

various productive and non-productive means. Productive word formation 

processes allow speakers of the language to easily create new words by 

combining existing morphemes in predictable ways, while non-productive 

processes involve the creation of words through less systematic means. 

Understanding the different types and means of word formation in English can 
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provide valuable insights into the structure and development of the language, as 

well as the creativity and flexibility of its speakers. This article will explore the 

productive and non-productive types and means of word formation in Modern 

English, shedding light on the ways in which new words enter the lexicon and 

shape the language's vocabulary. 

Key words:Affixation (prefixes, suffixes, infixes)  Compounding, 

Conversion, Derivation, Blending,Non-Productive Types of Word Formation: 

Borrowing, Acronyms and initialisms, Clipping Back-formation,archaism, 

borrowing, obsolete words. 

Word formation in Modern English refers to the processes by which new 

words are created or existing words are modified in order to express new 

meanings. There are several ways in which word formation can occur, including 

derivation, compounding, blending, clipping, acronyms, and 

borrowing.Derivation involves adding prefixes or suffixes to existing words to 

create new words. For example, adding the suffix "-er" to the verb "teach" results 

in the noun "teacher." Compounding involves combining two or more existing 

words to create a new word, such as "blackboard" or "bookstore."Blending 

involves combining parts of two or more words to create a new word, such as 

"brunch" (breakfast + lunch) or "smog" (smoke + fog). Clipping involves 

shortening existing words, such as "photo" from "photograph" or "phone" from 

"telephone."Acronyms are formed by taking the initial letters of a phrase and 

creating a new word from them, such as "NASA" (National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration). Borrowing involves taking words from other languages 

and incorporating them into English, such as "sushi" from Japanese or "pizza" 

from Italian.Word formation in Modern English is a dynamic process that 

constantly evolves as language users create and adapt words to meet their 

communication needs. 

Productive and non-productive ways of word formation. 
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Word formation refers to the ways in which new words are created in a language. 

There are two main types of word formation: productive and non-

productive.Productive word formation involves the creation of new words using 

regular patterns and rules that can be applied to a wide range of words. In other 

words, these patterns are productive because they can be used to form new words 

freely. For example, adding the suffix -er to a verb creates a noun that denotes a 

person who performs the action of the verb (e.g. teach -> teacher).Non-productive 

word formation, on the other hand, involves the creation of new words using 

irregular patterns or rules that are limited in their application. These patterns are 

non-productive because they cannot be freely applied to form new words. For 

example, the formation of the word "uneatable" from "eat" using the prefix "un-" 

is non-productive because "uneat" is not a commonly used verb.There are various 

means of word formation in language, including affixation (adding prefixes or 

suffixes to a base word), compounding (combining two or more words to create a 

new word), conversion (changing the grammatical category of a word without 

adding any affixes), and blending (combining parts of two words to create a new 

word).Productive word formation often relies on these means, as they allow for 

the creation of new words in a systematic and predictable way. Non-productive 

word formation, on the other hand, may involve more idiosyncratic or irregular 

processes that are less commonly used.Understanding the differences between 

productive and non-productive word formation can help us better understand how 

new words are created in language and the patterns and rules that govern their 

formation. 

To put it briefly, word formation is an effective strategy for learners to quickly 

expand on their vocabulary. Having knowledge of word formation facilitates 

vocabulary learning as learners acquire skills to decode and encode new words, 

therefore becoming more autonomous and independent learners.Productive noun 

classes are characterized by their ability to generate a large number of new words 

and are often associated with frequent and regular patterns of word formation. On 

the other hand, a non-productive noun class refers to a class of nouns that cannot 
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be used to create new words in a language.roductive affixes are those used to form 

new words in the period in question. Non-productive affixes are the affixes which 

are not able to form new words in the period in question. Non-productive affixes 

are recognized as separate morphemes and possess clear-cut semantic 

characteristics.The formation of words is classified into four types based on how 

the process of formation is carried out. They are: By adding prefixes. By adding 

suffixes. Converting from one word class to another.Understanding the 

differences between productive and non-productive word formation can help 

language learners and speakers alike navigate the complexities of language and 

expand their vocabulary. Being aware of the patterns and rules of word formation 

can also aid in comprehension and communication. 

Conclusion: 

In Modern English, word formation is a dynamic process that involves the 

creation of new words through various productive and non-productive means. 

Productive word formation refers to the creation of words that follow specific 

patterns and rules within the language, allowing for the formation of new words 

based on existing patterns. Non-productive word formation, on the other hand, 

involves the creation of words through unique or irregular means that do not 

necessarily follow established patterns.Some productive types of word formation 

in Modern English include affixation, compounding, and conversion. Affixation 

involves adding prefixes or suffixes to existing words to create new words, such 

as adding "un-" to "happy" to form "unhappy." Compounding involves combining 

two or more existing words to create a new word, such as "bedroom" or 

"blackboard." Conversion involves changing the grammatical category of a word 

without adding any affixes, such as using "text" as both a noun and a verb.Non-

productive types of word formation in Modern English include borrowing, 

blending, and back-formation. Borrowing involves importing words from other 

languages, such as "kayak" from Inuit or "sushi" from Japanese. Blending 

involves combining parts of two or more existing words to create a new word, 
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such as "brunch" from "breakfast" and "lunch." Back-formation involves creating 

a new word by removing a supposed affix from an existing word, such as forming 

"edit" from "editor."Overall, word formation in Modern English is a complex and 

varied process that involves a combination of productive and non-productive 

means. Productive word formation allows for the creation of new words based on 

established patterns and rules, while non-productive word formation involves 

more creative and irregular methods of word creation. Both types of word 

formation contribute to the richness and flexibility of the English language, 

allowing speakers to continuously expand their vocabulary and express new ideas. 
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