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Annotation. Bernard Shaw, a towering figure of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, remains a captivating and controversial literary giant. His prolific
output as a playwright, critic, and polemicist encompasses a vast range of themes
and styles, reflecting his engagement with the social, political, and intellectual
currents of his time. This abstract delves into the key aspects of Shaw's work,
providing a comprehensive overview of his contributions to literature and
thought.

Annomauusn: bepnapo Loy, evioarowascs nuunocms konya 19 — nauana
20 sexos, ocmaemcs 04apo6amenbHbIM U NPOMUBOPEUUBHIM TUMEPANYPHBIM
eueanmom. Eeo nnooomeopuas OesmenbHOCmMb KaK Opamamyped, Kpumuka u
noIeMUcma OXeamvléaem WUPOKUL CNeKmp mem U CHmujel, Ompanxcas e2o
g3aumooelicmeue ¢ COYUATbHbIMU, NOJUMUYECKUMU U UHMELIeKMYaTbHbIMU
meyeHUusIMU c80e20 epemeHu. B amom peghepame paccmampuearomes Kirouesvie
acnekmwl meopuecmea Llloy, npedocmasnss ececmopoHnuil 0630p e20 6K1a0a 8

UMepamypy u MulCb.
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Séz boshi: Bernard Shou, 19-asr oxiri va 20-asr boshlaridagi buyuk shaxs,
jozibali va munozarali adabiyot siymosi bo'lib golmogda. Uning dramaturg,
tangidchi va polemist sifatidagi sermahsul ijodi 0 z davrining ijtimoiy, siyosiy va
intellektual ogimlari bilan alogadorligini aks ettiruvchi keng mavzu va uslublarni
gamrab oladi. Ushbu maqgola Shou ijodining asosiy jihatlarini o'rganib chiggan
holda, uning adabiyot va tafakkurga qo'shgan hissalarini har tomonlama

ko'rsatib beradi.

Key words: social commentary, Irish identity, economic reform, evolution,

religion and morality.

Knwueevie cnosa: COYUAbHBIU KOMMeHmaputi, UPNAHOCKAsL

udeHmuqucmz), IKOHOMUYeCcKas pegbopMa, IB6O0IIOYUA, pelucusil U Mopajlb.

Kalit so'zlar: ijtimoiy sharh, Irlandiya o'ziga xosligi, igtisodiy islohot,

evolyutsiya, din va axloqg.

INTRODUCTION

George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright, critic, and political activist, was
a towering figure of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Known for his sharp
wit, incisive social commentary, and unwavering commitment to progressive
causes, Shaw left an indelible mark on the world of theater and beyond. Early Life
and Influences: Born in Dublin in 1856, Shaw grew up in a family of modest
means. His early experiences with poverty and social injustice shaped his
worldview and fueled his passion for reform. He moved to London in 1876,
determined to establish himself as a writer. A Literary Polymath:Shaw's literary

output was prodigious and diverse. He wrote over 60 plays, numerous essays,
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novels, and even music and art criticism. His plays, often characterized by their
wit, satire, and social commentary, challenged conventional norms and sparked
lively debates. "Pygmalion™: Perhaps his most famous play, it explores themes of
class, education, and societal expectations. The story of Professor Higgins and
Eliza Doolittle has been adapted into numerous stage productions and the beloved
musical "My Fair Lady". "Man and Superman': This philosophical comedy
delves into Shaw's ideas about evolution, the Life Force, and the role of the
individual in society. "Major Barbara" A thought-provoking play that tackles
issues of poverty, philanthropy, and the arms trade. "Saint Joan": A historical
drama that explores the life and legacy of Joan of Arc, examining themes of faith,

nationalism, and the individual versus the institution.
Social and Political Activism:

Shaw was a committed socialist and Fabian Society member, advocating for
social justice and economic equality. He used his platform as a writer and public
speaker to champion causes such as women's suffrage, prison reform, and
pacifism. His outspoken views often courted controversy, but he never shied away
from challenging the status quo. A Legacy of Wit and Wisdom:George Bernard
Shaw's legacy extends far beyond the stage. He was a master of language, a
brilliant satirist, and a fearless advocate for social change. His works continue to
entertain, provoke, and inspire audiences worldwide, reminding us of the power
of theater to challenge our assumptions and ignite conversations about important

social issues.

- Social Commentary and Critique: Shaw's plays functioned as powerful
platforms for social commentary, satirizing Victorian and Edwardian societal
norms, class structures, and gender roles. His wit and incisive dialogue exposed

hypocrisy and championed individual liberty and social justice.

- Irish Identity and Nationalism: Shaw's Irish background deeply influenced
his worldview, shaping his perspectives on colonialism, national identity, and the

complexities of Anglo-Irish relations. His works explore the nuances of Irish
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culture and history, offering insightful commentary on the political and social

landscape of Ireland.

- Fabian Socialism and Economic Reform: A committed Fabian socialist,
Shaw advocated for gradual social and economic reforms. His plays often
explored issues of wealth distribution, poverty, and the exploitation of the
working class, promoting socialist ideals and advocating for a more equitable

society.

- Evolutionary Thought and Creative Evolution: Influenced by the scientific
advancements of his time, Shaw incorporated evolutionary concepts into his
works. He explored the ideas of natural selection, adaptation, and the potential for
human progress through conscious evolution, challenging traditional religious

beliefs and sparking intellectual debate.

-Unconventional Morality and Religion: Shaw's views on religion and
morality were often unconventional and provocative. He challenged established
dogmas, critiqued organized religion, and advocated for a rational and ethical

approach to life, emphasizing personal responsibility and individual conscience.

Shaw's enduring legacy lies in his ability to blend entertainment with social
commentary, sparking critical reflection and challenging audiences to question
established norms and beliefs. His works continue to resonate with contemporary
readers, offering valuable insights into the complexities of human nature, society,

and the pursuit of a just and equitable world.
CONCLUSION

Bernard Shaw's legacy extends beyond the realm of literature. He was a
passionate advocate for social change, a champion of individual liberty, and a
tireless critic of societal injustices. His unwavering commitment to challenging
the status quo and sparking critical reflection continues to inspire generations of

thinkers, artists, and activists. As long as we grapple with issues of social justice,
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economic disparity, and the human condition, Shaw's voice will remain relevant,

offering valuable insights and provoking meaningful conversations.
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