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Abstract: This paper delves into the evolving landscape of criminological 

terminology. It examines the processes through which new terms are introduced into 

the field, including borrowing, modification, and neologism. The authors argue that 

while these new terms enrich the discourse, they must adhere to specific linguistic 

criteria such as brevity, clarity, and consistency. The article presents a critical analysis 

of various newly coined terms, highlighting their strengths and weaknesses. By 

examining the challenges and opportunities associated with the development of new 

terminology, the paper contributes to a deeper understanding of the dynamic nature of 

criminological language. 
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Introduction 

The field of criminology, like any evolving academic discipline, requires a 

robust and adaptable language to accurately describe and analyze complex phenomena. 

As societal structures, criminal behaviors, and investigative techniques change, so too 

must the terminology used to understand and address them. This essay explores the 

emergence and development of new terminology in criminology, examining the factors 

that contribute to its creation, the challenges associated with its adoption, and its 

implications for the field. 

Factors Contributing to the Creation of New Terminology 

The creation of new terminology in criminology is driven by several factors. One 

significant factor is the emergence of new types of crime or criminal behaviors. 

Technological advancements, globalization, and societal shifts have led to the rise of 

cybercrime, transnational organized crime, and other novel criminal activities. These 

new phenomena require new terms to accurately describe and analyze them. 

Another factor is the development of new theoretical frameworks and 

methodologies within criminology. As researchers explore new ways of understanding 

crime and its causes, they may introduce new terms to capture their concepts and ideas. 

For example, the development of critical criminology has led to the introduction of 

terms like "structural criminology" and "hegemonic masculinity." 

Challenges in Adopting New Terminology 
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While new terminology can be valuable in advancing criminological 

understanding, its adoption can be challenging. One obstacle is resistance to change. 

Established terms may be deeply ingrained in the field, and there may be reluctance to 

adopt new ones. Additionally, there can be disagreements over the meaning and usage 

of new terms, leading to confusion and inconsistency. 

Another challenge is the potential for new terminology to obscure rather than 

clarify. If terms are overly complex, jargon-laden, or ambiguous, they can hinder 

communication and understanding. Furthermore, the proliferation of new terms can 

create a sense of terminological overload, making it difficult for researchers and 

practitioners to keep up. 

Implications for Criminology 

The development of new terminology in criminology has several implications 

for the field. First, it can enhance our understanding of crime by providing more precise 

and accurate descriptions of criminal phenomena. Second, it can foster 

interdisciplinary collaboration by creating a common language that can be used by 

researchers from different fields. Third, it can contribute to the development of new 

theories and methodologies. 

However, it is important to approach the adoption of new terminology with 

caution. While new terms can be valuable, they should not be used indiscriminately. It 

is essential to carefully consider the clarity, relevance, and consistency of new terms 

before incorporating them into the criminological lexicon. 

Conclusion 

The emergence of new terminology in criminology is a reflection of the dynamic 

and evolving nature of the field. While the creation of new terms can be a valuable tool 

for understanding crime and its causes, it is important to approach this process with 

careful consideration. By balancing the need for innovation with the importance of 

clarity and consistency, criminologists can ensure that the language they use continues 

to serve the field effectively. 
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